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Probna Matura z OPERONEM i British Council

Zadanie 1.

1.1.

Woman: Is progress an impossible goal? In Enlightenment Now, Steven Pinker looks at the big
picture of human progress and finds good news. We are living longer, freer and happier lives.
To support his argument, the author shows us some carefully selected data. In 75 graphs, we
see that safety, peace and knowledge are getting better all over the world. When the evidence
doesn’t support his argument, however, he dismisses it. Economic inequality, he claims, isn’t
really a problem, because it isn’t actually that important for human well-being.

adapted from https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org

1.2.

Man: We saw the ad in the summer, in July, I think, but it wasn’t until November when they
re-advertised it that we got in touch with the agency. It was perfect — a garden for the kids and
enough space for an office. In winter it was very cosy, which is important to me as I really feel
the cold. But in July we understood why no one had wanted to rent it. All those big windows
that made the flat so light were like a greenhouse. We couldn’t stand being at home, and the
weekends were especially bad. No air conditioning, of course. If only we’d gone to see it when
it was first advertised, we’d never have moved in!

adapted from https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org

1.3.
Woman: Hi, Dave. So, did you meet your long-lost uncle?

Man: Oh hi, Jean. I did, actually.
Woman: What temperature was it while you were there?

Man: We had at least a day when it was below zero. My uncle told me that in January it can go
down to 20 below zero.

Woman: 1 think I'd die!

Man: Yeah, and the worst thing was what they call the “wind-chill” factor. So, they say the
temperature is zero degrees, but minus eight with the wind chill. So, it feels like minus eight.
And my uncle said the wind-chill factor can go down to minus 40.

Woman: Youre making me feel cold just thinking about it. Anyway, how was meeting your
uncle?

Man: That was great, too. He lives outside of Toronto, in a cottage by a lake. Really tranquil
and unspoiled nature.

Woman: I'm dying to see the photos. You want to meet up soon?

Man: Yeah, I'm free tomorrow if you like.

adapted from https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org
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Zadanie 2.

2.1.

Man: 1 work in a fairly traditional office environment doing a typical nine-to-five job. I like my
job, but it’s annoying that my commute to work takes an hour and a half each way and most of
my work could really be done online from home. But my boss doesn’t seem to trust that we will
get any work done if left to our own devices, and everyone in the company has to clock in and
out every day. It’s frustrating that they feel the need to monitor what we do so closely instead of
judging us based on our task performance, like most companies do these days.

2.2.

Woman: 1 used to do a typical five-day week, but after I came back from my maternity leave,
I decided that I wanted to spend more time with my children before they start school. After
negotiating with my boss, we decided to cut my working week down to a three-day work week.
This of course meant a significant cut in my pay too, as I'm paid on a pro-rata basis. I've since
noticed, though, that my workload hasn’t decreased in the slightest! I'm now doing five days’
worth of work in three days, but getting paid much less for it! I find myself having to take work
home just so that I can meet the deadlines.

2.3.

Man: 1 work for a global IT company, but because their headquarters is in the States, I do all
my work online from home. That means that I don’t waste time commuting or making idle
chit-chat with colleagues. I work on a project basis, and this flexibility is very valuable to me
because it means that I can easily take some time off when my children need me to go to their
school performances. The downside is that without clear office hours, I tend to work well into
the evening, sometimes skipping dinner to finish a task. It can also get quite lonely working on
my own, and I sometimes miss sharing ideas with colleagues.

24.

Woman: I'm a freelancer. This is great because I am in control of what I do and how I spend my
time. At first, I was working from home, but then I decided that I’d like to try something else,
out of curiosity. So, I started to go to a nearby café to work, but the Wi-Fi connection wasn’t
ideal and I found myself drinking too much coffee. In the end, I decided to rent a desk in a co-
working space with five other freelancers like myself. The other freelancers do similar kinds of
web-based work to me and it’s nice to have workmates to bounce ideas off as well.

adapted from https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org
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Zadanie 3.

Woman: Good afternoon and welcome to the “Book Corner”. Our first review today is of an
unusual book by Charles Foster which is a combination of nature writing, biology, philosophy,
personal memoir...it’s not easily definable, but it’s already being described as a modern classic.
Jon, tell us about the book you’ve been reading.

Man: Well, the title is Being a Beast and it’s about the author’s attempts to be a beast, that
is, to live as an animal, or rather as several animals: a badger, an otter, a fox, a red deer and
a bird. He says he wanted to find out what life was like for these animals and so he did the
conventional research, the reading and so on. Then he actually tried to live in the same way
as them, as far as possible. For example, when he’s being a badger, he goes to live in a hole in
the ground and crawls around a wood, learning to identify different trees by their smell. He
even experiments with eating earthworms. Eighty-five per cent of a badger’s diet is made up of
earthworms — did you know that?

Woman: Wow. And how did Foster tackle being the other animals?

Man: In the same kind of way. As an otter, he spent a lot of time in the rivers and lakes and
the sea, as an otter would. The otter’s big problem is that it has to spend all its time hunting for
food in order to survive, and that feeling of desperation was hard to recreate, but he did catch
live fish with his mouth. To try to live as a red deer, Foster went to the north of Scotland. He
nearly died from exposure to the cold out in the mountains, and he asked a local to set his dogs
on him so that he could experience being hunted.

Woman: What happened?

Man: The dogs realised that he wasn’t a red deer! That episode left Foster feeling that he had
failed to get close to understanding the animal, but he had much more success as a fox. In
London, he tried to forage for waste food, as an urban fox would. There’s one very funny part
where he’s trying to sleep on the ground like a fox, and a police officer tries to move him on.
He tries to explain that he’s trying to be a fox...

Woman: ...and gets arrested, I suppose!

Man: Almost! The end of the book is about swifts, those amazing birds which travel thousands
of miles between continents every year.

Woman: A swift? Isn’t it a bit irrational?

Man: Absolutely! Foster can’t fly! The nearest he can get to the birds is by standing in a tree
and trying to catch insects. But this section has a lot of fascinating facts about swifts, and about
other animals. In fact, the whole book is very witty and engaging. It asks lots of important
questions about what it means to be human and animal, and provides quite a few possible
answers. I really recommend this to anyone with any interest in animals, or in humans, in fact.
Although it contains some scientific detail, it’s a very good read. Very entertaining.

Woman: Well, I'll certainly look out for that book, Jon. Thanks.

adapted from https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org



